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HISTORIC LOGAN COUNTY, KENTUCKY offers a variety of facilities, 
attractions, and geneaology resources to make your visit a memo-
rable one.  Logan County also hosts many festivals and special 
events during the year.  For more information check our website:
www.visitlogancounty.com. Motels  |  Russellville, Lewisburg

Bed & Breakfast  |  Auburn, Russellville
Red River Meeting House  |  Adairville
Auburn Museum  |  Auburn
Lake Malone  |  Lewisburg
Bibb House Museum  |  Russellville
Saddle Factory  |  Russellville

A T  S O U T H  U N I O N
PO BOX 177  AUBURN  KY  42206
1.800.811.8379  |  270.542.4167  
http://www.shakermuseum.com
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Simple Gifts

The MUSEUM SHOP offers a 
large collection of Shaker books and 
reproductions.  Handmade baskets, 
oval boxes, tinware, candles, Shaker 
brooms and herbs as well as many 
other unique items are available.   
For online shopping visit: 

The SHAKER TAVERN, built in 
1869 as a business venture for the 
South Union Shakers, housed a hotel 
for the “people of the world.”  For 
more than 30 years, the Shaker 
Tavern maintained a thriving busi-
ness, catering to the Victorian rail-
road travelers who stopped at South 
Union.  Today, the Shaker Tavern 
is open once again to the public 
for overnight accommodations.  A 
dedication to Shaker goodness com-
bines with the “worldly” Victorian 
atmosphere to provide a unique 
bed and breakfast experience.  The 
Shaker Tavern is also available for 
special events, group meals and 
other gatherings by reservation.
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SOUTH UNION is more than just a memory.  It 

is a place to visit and learn firsthand about the 

Shaker way of life.  Several of the original build-

ings have been restored and now house a fine 

museum of Shaker folklife and material culture, a 

unique museum shop and the Shaker Tavern Bed 

and Breakfast.
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ure historyThe SHAKER MUSEUM, found in the 40-room 

1824 Centre House, is filled with scores of original 

artifacts exemplifying the Shakers’ fine craftsman-

ship.  Oval boxes, baskets, Shaker silk and linen, 

early wooden tools as well as trestle tables, benches, 

chairs and other furnishings display the diversity of 

shaker genius.  The architecture of the Centre House 

is pure Shaker; its double room doors and staircases 

illustrate the Shaker practice of separating the sexes.  

Multi-drawered built-in cabinets and peg strips along 

the walls emphasize the Shaker principles of order and 

cleanliness.  Transoms over the retiring room doors 

allow for good air circulation, one of the essential 

rules for good health.

The SHAKERS of SOUTH UNION created a 

unique material culture, combining the simplicity in 

design mandated by Shaker leaders with the regional 

characteristics brought into the community by con-

verts steeped in southern tradition.

Today there is still one active Shaker community 

located at Sabbathday Lake, Maine.  Even though  

the Shakers left South Union over 80 years ago, their 

legacy lives on through the things they left behind.  

The Shaker Museum at South Union, a nonprofit 

educational organization, is devoted to preserving 

that legacy.

THE SHAKERS  were a communal religious 

organization that flourished in America during the 

19th century.   Their ideals of simplicity and perfection 

produced a legacy of unparalleled craftsmanship and 

created for them a reputation of honesty, humility and 

dedication to God.  

The religious beliefs of the Shakers set them apart from 

mainstream America.  Their charismatic founder, Ann 

Lee, established a theology that eventually included 

principles of celibacy, communal ownership of property, 

public confession of sin and withdrawal from “worldly” 

society.  A dance-like ritual performed as part of their 

worship service gained them the derogatory title 

“Shakers” — a name they later came to accept.

South Union was one of 24 villages established by 

the Shakers.  During the village’s 115 year history, the 

Shakers acquired and worked 6,000 acres of farm-

land, constructed over 200 buildings and maintained 

industries for which they gained a national reputation.  

South Union garden seed, fruit preserves, brooms, 

hats, bonnets, baskets, rugs, linen and silk were 

marketed to customers in the south from Nashville to 

New Orleans.

artifacts




